TO EAST AFRICA AGAIN

was raised. Through another burning day they tramped
following spoor that at one moment looked fresh, ai
the next, not so fresh. Light of head and very sore o\
foot they were at the end of that day. And after the
next day hunger began to discomfort them, for rations
had been cut down.

Before the fourth day could be begun, boots had tc
be put on, and that was now an exceedingly painfu]
business. They had food and water for another twelve
hours. It was at least thirty miles to the railway but no
one knew the way; and as against an indefinitely placed
railroad there was the mammoth elephant's track, tanta-
lizingly plain to see. Lamely, they followed the spoor.
They did not dare to stop for a mid-day meal lest the
habit of trudging on should be irreparably broken. At
the beginning of the afternoon they came to a thickly
wooded hill-land. Here they took separate paths,
keeping within hailing distance of each other. But none
had anything to call out about except the increasing
roughness of the going. They were beginning to think
they had been gammoned. Then, in a moment, the
whole scene was transfigured in their eyes. The Revela-
tion came first to Finch-Hatton. On his right he heard
a movement, carefully stalked, and there it was, moving
like a cloud's shadow along the hill-side. He signed to
the Prince to come and take a shot. The great shadow
sailed on. As the Prince was coming across through
the thick bush the elephant stopped dead. Then, having
gathered from the air all the information he required,
he barged through the bushes and vanished. The
Revelation was over. The three men sat down and
gazed sympathetically at their feet. Was the game,
nearly uneventful and cruelly protracted, worth the
candle ? You who have not the hunter's spirit will
hastily answer, "No." You have no way of under-
standing the nature of that Revelation, no way even of
believing that it was one. To have gone on blistered
feet for seventy roasting miles and to have been rewarded
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